

	

					
				
			

		
		
			


            	
        
            Home        
            
	
        
            About Us        
                    	
        
            Meet the Staff        
            
	
        
            Services & Techniques        
                    	
        
            Chiropractic Services        
            
	
        
            Massage Therapy Service        
            
	
        
            Homeopathy Service        
            
	
        
            Christian Counseling        
            


            
	
        
            Contact        
            
	
        
            Virtual Office Tour        
            


            
	
        
            What to Expect        
                    	
        
            Your First Visit        
            
	
        
            Phase 1: Relief Care        
            
	
        
            Phase 2: Corrective Care        
            
	
        
            Phase 3: Wellness Care        
            


            
	
        
            Patient Forms        
                    	
        
            Online Forms        
            


            
	
        
            Resources for Wellness        
            
	
        
            Patient Reviews        
            
	
        
            Health Resources        
            
	
        
            Community Content        
                    	
        
            About Chiropractic Care        
                    	
        
            What is Chiropractic        
            
	
        
            How Does it Work        
            
	
        
            Who is Chiropractic For        
            
	
        
            Vertebral Subluxation        
            
	
        
            Wellness Resources        
            


            
	
        
            Common Conditions Treated        
                    	
        
            Auto Accident Injuries         
            
	
        
            Back and Shoulder Pain         
            
	
        
            Body Pain         
            
	
        
            Chronic Condition Relief        
                    	
        
            Conditions Affecting Women        
            
	
        
            Headaches        
            


            
	
        
            Herniated Discs        
            
	
        
            Improved Health        
            
	
        
            Pediatric Ailments        
            
	
        
            Repetitive Use Injuries        
            
	
        
            Respiratory Function         
            


            
	
        
            Health & Wellness        
                    	
        
            Healthy Thinking        
                    	
        
            Get Positive        
            
	
        
            Relaxation Techniques        
            


            
	
        
            Life in Motion        
            
	
        
            Wellness Lifestyle Tips        
                    	
        
            Treat Yourself Well         
            
	
        
            Treat Others Well        
            
	
        
            Eat Well         
            


            
	
        
            Wellness Essentials        
                    	
        
            At Home        
            
	
        
            At Work        
            
	
        
            Exercise        
            
	
        
            Nutrition        
            
	
        
            What You Wear        
            


            
	
        
            Wellness Perspectives        
                    	
        
            Mental        
            
	
        
            Spiritual        
            
	
        
            Social        
            
	
        
            Physical        
            


            


            
	
        
            Therapies & Techniques        
                    	
        
            Techniques        
            
	
        
            Therapies        
            


            
	
        
            Newsletter Library        
                    	
        
            Back, Body & Joint Pain        
            
	
        
            Healthy Tips         
            
	
        
            Exercise & Fitness        
            
	
        
            Injury Rehab & Prevention        
            
	
        
            Kid's Health        
            
	
        
            Illness Prevention        
            
	
        
            Chronic Conditions        
            
	
        
            Nutrition & Healthy Eating        
            
	
        
            Breaking Bad Habits        
            
	
        
            Senior Health        
            
	
        
            Weight Loss        
            
	
        
            Pregnancy & Parenting        
            
	
        
            Wellness        
            
	
        
            Mind-Body Connection        
            
	
        
            Stress & Anxiety        
            
	
        
            Life-Work Balance        
            
	
        
            Staying Young        
            
	
        
            Staying Motivated        
            


            
	
        
            Wellness4Kids        
            


            


    		


		
							
											

									
					


					
									
							

		
					
									
							

		
					
									
							

		
	


	
													

    




    Javascript must be enabled for the correct page display







    
        





    


    
        
 
    
        
            

	


    
                    

                
                                                                                
                                                        
                                                                        
                                                                
                                                                        256-880-6199

                                                                                                        

                            

                                                                                
                                    
            

            






            


  
  
      	
          
            
          
        
	
          
            
          
        



  


        

        
            
            






                    
                            
                                
                        The Center for Family Wellness


            


                    
        
    

    


            
                
	
    	Home
            
	
    	About Us
                    	
    	Meet the Staff
            
	
    	Services & Techniques
                    	
    	Chiropractic Services
            
	
    	Massage Therapy Service
            
	
    	Homeopathy Service
            
	
    	Christian Counseling
            


	
    	Contact
            
	
    	Virtual Office Tour
            


	
    	What to Expect
                    	
    	Your First Visit
            
	
    	Phase 1: Relief Care
            
	
    	Phase 2: Corrective Care
            
	
    	Phase 3: Wellness Care
            


	
    	Patient Forms
                    	
    	Online Forms
            


	
    	Resources for Wellness
            
	
    	Patient Reviews
            
	
    	Health Resources
            
	
    	Community Content
                    	
    	About Chiropractic Care
                    	
    	What is Chiropractic
            
	
    	How Does it Work
            
	
    	Who is Chiropractic For
            
	
    	Vertebral Subluxation
            
	
    	Wellness Resources
            


	
    	Common Conditions Treated
                    	
    	Auto Accident Injuries 
            
	
    	Back and Shoulder Pain 
            
	
    	Body Pain 
            
	
    	Chronic Condition Relief
                    	
    	Conditions Affecting Women
            
	
    	Headaches
            


	
    	Herniated Discs
            
	
    	Improved Health
            
	
    	Pediatric Ailments
            
	
    	Repetitive Use Injuries
            
	
    	Respiratory Function 
            


	
    	Health & Wellness
                    	
    	Healthy Thinking
                    	
    	Get Positive
            
	
    	Relaxation Techniques
            


	
    	Life in Motion
            
	
    	Wellness Lifestyle Tips
                    	
    	Treat Yourself Well 
            
	
    	Treat Others Well
            
	
    	Eat Well 
            


	
    	Wellness Essentials
                    	
    	At Home
            
	
    	At Work
            
	
    	Exercise
            
	
    	Nutrition
            
	
    	What You Wear
            


	
    	Wellness Perspectives
                    	
    	Mental
            
	
    	Spiritual
            
	
    	Social
            
	
    	Physical
            




	
    	Therapies & Techniques
                    	
    	Techniques
            
	
    	Therapies
            


	
    	Newsletter Library
                    	
    	Back, Body & Joint Pain
            
	
    	Healthy Tips 
            
	
    	Exercise & Fitness
            
	
    	Injury Rehab & Prevention
            
	
    	Kid's Health
            
	
    	Illness Prevention
            
	
    	Chronic Conditions
            
	
    	Nutrition & Healthy Eating
            
	
    	Breaking Bad Habits
            
	
    	Senior Health
            
	
    	Weight Loss
            
	
    	Pregnancy & Parenting
            
	
    	Wellness
            
	
    	Mind-Body Connection
            
	
    	Stress & Anxiety
            
	
    	Life-Work Balance
            
	
    	Staying Young
            
	
    	Staying Motivated
            


	
    	Wellness4Kids
            






            

            

    

        
            
                                
                
                
                                        
                        
    
    
    Contact Us
                    

                                    


                            

        

        
    




        

    









            






                    
                                                
                                
                
                [image: The Center for Family Wellness]
            
                        


            
                                
                The Center for Family Wellness

                    


                    
        
    

    




	
    	Home
            
	
    	About Us
                    	
    	Meet the Staff
            
	
    	Services & Techniques
                    	
    	Chiropractic Services
            
	
    	Massage Therapy Service
            
	
    	Homeopathy Service
            
	
    	Christian Counseling
            


	
    	Contact
            
	
    	Virtual Office Tour
            


	
    	What to Expect
                    	
    	Your First Visit
            
	
    	Phase 1: Relief Care
            
	
    	Phase 2: Corrective Care
            
	
    	Phase 3: Wellness Care
            


	
    	Patient Forms
                    	
    	Online Forms
            


	
    	Resources for Wellness
            
	
    	Patient Reviews
            
	
    	Health Resources
            
	
    	Community Content
                    	
    	About Chiropractic Care
                    	
    	What is Chiropractic
            
	
    	How Does it Work
            
	
    	Who is Chiropractic For
            
	
    	Vertebral Subluxation
            
	
    	Wellness Resources
            


	
    	Common Conditions Treated
                    	
    	Auto Accident Injuries 
            
	
    	Back and Shoulder Pain 
            
	
    	Body Pain 
            
	
    	Chronic Condition Relief
                    	
    	Conditions Affecting Women
            
	
    	Headaches
            


	
    	Herniated Discs
            
	
    	Improved Health
            
	
    	Pediatric Ailments
            
	
    	Repetitive Use Injuries
            
	
    	Respiratory Function 
            


	
    	Health & Wellness
                    	
    	Healthy Thinking
                    	
    	Get Positive
            
	
    	Relaxation Techniques
            


	
    	Life in Motion
            
	
    	Wellness Lifestyle Tips
                    	
    	Treat Yourself Well 
            
	
    	Treat Others Well
            
	
    	Eat Well 
            


	
    	Wellness Essentials
                    	
    	At Home
            
	
    	At Work
            
	
    	Exercise
            
	
    	Nutrition
            
	
    	What You Wear
            


	
    	Wellness Perspectives
                    	
    	Mental
            
	
    	Spiritual
            
	
    	Social
            
	
    	Physical
            




	
    	Therapies & Techniques
                    	
    	Techniques
            
	
    	Therapies
            


	
    	Newsletter Library
                    	
    	Back, Body & Joint Pain
            
	
    	Healthy Tips 
            
	
    	Exercise & Fitness
            
	
    	Injury Rehab & Prevention
            
	
    	Kid's Health
            
	
    	Illness Prevention
            
	
    	Chronic Conditions
            
	
    	Nutrition & Healthy Eating
            
	
    	Breaking Bad Habits
            
	
    	Senior Health
            
	
    	Weight Loss
            
	
    	Pregnancy & Parenting
            
	
    	Wellness
            
	
    	Mind-Body Connection
            
	
    	Stress & Anxiety
            
	
    	Life-Work Balance
            
	
    	Staying Young
            
	
    	Staying Motivated
            


	
    	Wellness4Kids
            









    

        
            
                                
                
                
                                        
                        
        
    
    Phone: (256) 880-6199
                    

                                    


                            

        

        
    












    	
            Home
        

>
                	Ten Minutes of Stretching Can Make All the Difference












	
					Ten Minutes of Stretching Can Make All the Difference

			











    
        

    
    
        
                
            	
                    Created in
                                            Newsletter Library,                                             Exercise & Fitness                                    


        

                
        
            
                            Should I stretch before or after I exercise?1 Should I even bother to stretch at all? These are the questions that every busy adult asks whenever he or she is planning to begin an exercise program. The correct answer to the first question is "do whatever is right for you." Some people need to lengthen their major muscle groups, such as the quadriceps (front of the thigh), hamstrings (back of the thigh), and calves, before they run, walk, swim, and/or lift weights for exercise. For others, it's best to stretch at the end of a workout, re-lengthening the major muscle groups so they'll be ready to help you move through the rest of your day.

The answer to the second question is "yes, stretching is important for everybody and is often the missing link in trying to understand why you injured yourself when you were exercising." Stretching helps you either warm up or cool down, whichever is needed for you to get the most out of your exercise. Not stretching in the way that you need puts you on the fast track to sustaining an exercise-related injury. As always, prevention is the best policy.

A dynamic warm-up is a fun and entertaining supplement or replacement, at times, to stretching if you're a stretch-first person.2,3 In a dynamic warm-up, you take important joints such as your hips, shoulders, and lower back through complete ranges of motion, using large muscle groups for support. Dynamic warm-up activities are similar to core strengthening exercises and have unique names such as scorpion, hip crossover, drop lunge, and quad circles. You can mix-and-match a variety of dynamic warm-up activities on different workout days, creating ongoing interest that helps you maintain your exercise routine.

A dynamic cool-down can serve as a similar supplement or replacement to stretching, at times, if you're a stretch-after person. If you've been walking or running, rather than simply completing your walk or run, spend an additional few minutes walking or running with shorter strides and/or at a slower pace. Walking backward at a slow pace is another method for achieving a dynamic cool-down. If you've been lifting weights, a series of deep-knee lunges will stretch your lower back and hips. A yoga-style downward dog will lengthen your spine, hamstrings, and calf muscles. Moving your arms through big circles, both clockwise and counterclockwise, will open up your shoulder girdles and lengthen the muscles of your rotator cuffs.

Regardless of the method you choose, stretching is an important part of your regular exercise activities. The extra few minutes spent either warming up or cooling down will help you maintain your exercise program achieve long-term health and well-being.

1McHugh MP, Cosgrave CH: To stretch or not to stretch: the role of stretching in injury prevention and performance. Scand J Med Sci Sports 20(2):169-181, 2010

2Morrin N, Redding E: Acute effects of warm-up stretch protocols on balance, vertical jump height, and range of motion in dancers. J Dance Med Sci 17(1):34-40, 2013

3Behm DG, Chaouachi A: A review of the acute effects of static and dynamic stretching on performance. Eur J Appl Physiol 111(11):2633-2651, 2011
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